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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

3. Claims 1, 9 and 17 recite the limitation "the occurrence" in lines 9,. 8 and 10, respectively. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. Examiner suggests —an 
occurrence—. 

4. Claim 2 appears unclear as the recitations of "a hole", "an electrode" and "an electrical 
shock" were previously recited in claim 1 in relation to "a receptacle". These limitations should 
be identified as either —a second hole— or —the hole-, as however applies. 

5. Any unspecified claim is rejected as being dependent upon a rejected base claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by US 
Patent Application Publication US2002/0050250 Al to Peterson et al. 

7. Re - claim 1, Peterson et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed including an 
animal collar comprising: a flexible band 136 having two ends, Fig. 2, for example, a fastener 
56; at least a portion of the band 136 having an inner layer 134 and an outer layer, the band itself 
136; a pair of electrical terminals 148 mounted to the band 136, the terminals 148 being 
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accessible through holes in the outer layer 136 for receiving a control unit 132 that supplies an 
electrical signal upon an occurrence of a selected event, set forth at paragraph [0019]; at least 
one electrically conductive lead 143 having a terminal end in electrical engagement with one of 
the terminals 148, the lead 143 extending between the inner 134 and outer 136 layers and 
terminating in an electrode end 147; and a receptacle 52 in electrical contact with the electrode 
end 147 of the lead 143, the receptacle 52 being accessible through a hole 153 in the inner layer 
134. 

8. Re - claim 2, Peterson et al. disclose a second lead and receptacle. 

9. Re - claim 4, Peterson et al. disclose the receptacle 52 comprising an internally threaded 
socket. 

10. Re - claim 5, Peterson et al. disclose each of the terminals 148 comprising an externally 
threaded member 184 that protrudes from the outer layer 136. 

11. Re - claim 7, Peterson et al. disclose the claimed invention including a pocket 145 that 
receives the lead 143, except for the inner and outer layers being stitched together at opposite 
edges of the band 136. The method of forming the device, "stitching", is not germane to the 
issue of patentability of the device itself. Therefore, this limitation has not been given patentable 

* 

weight. 

12. Re - claim 8, Peterson et al. disclose the inner layer 134 having a shorter length than the 
outer layer 136. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 3, 6 and 9 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Peterson et al. 

15. Re - claims 3 and 6, Peterson et al. disclose the claimed invention, including wiring 
ending at conductive annular terminals 147 surrounding two openings 149, except for the lead 
comprising a flat strip of conductive material; and a flat strip of woven conductive material and a 
flat fitting of conductive metal. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to substitute a flat strip of conductive material or a flat 
strip of woven conductive material and a flat fitting of conductive metal for the wiring, since the 
equivalence of wiring and a flat strip of conductive material or a flat strip of woven conductive 
material and a flat fitting of conductive metal for their use in the electrical circuit design art and 
the selection of any known equivalents to wiring would be within the level of ordinary skill in 
the art. 

16. Re - claims 9 and 17, Peterson et al. disclose the claimed invention as applied above and 
alternatively, Fig. 8, for example, including a pair of terminals 252 extending through and 
protruding from the inner layer, except for the terminals extending through and protruding from 
the outer layer. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to reverse the threaded terminals 252 emanating from the control device 232 
with screws or bolts being drivable into the control device 232, since it has been held that a mere 
reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 
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17. 


Re 


- claim 10, se claim 1 in view of claim 9 above. 


18. 


Re 


- claims 1 1 and 12, see claims 3 and 6 in view of claim 9 above. 


19. 


Re 


- claim 13, se claim 7 in view of claim 9 above. 


20. 


Re 


- claim 14, see claim 8 in view of claim 9 above. 


21. 


Re 


- claim 15, see claim 9 in view o f claims 3 and 6 above - art recognized equivalents. 


22. 


Re 


- claim 1 6, Peterson et al. disclose the claimed invention except for further 



comprising an electrical insulator enclosing a head of each of the screws. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include an 
electrical insulator, however and wherever desired, since it was known in the electrical art that 
insulating sources of electrical contact against unwanted contact prevents shocks due to shorting 
of the electrical circuit. 

23. Re - claim 18, see claim 13 above. 

24. Re - claim 19, Peterson et al. disclose the claimed invention except for the fastener 
comprising a buckle and buckle attachment holes. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to substitute a buckle and buckle 
attachment holes for the fastener of Peterson et al., since it was known in the collaring art that 
buckles and holes are secure means for fastening a collar about a neck. 

25. Re - claim 20, see claims 9 and 16 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Bret Hayes at 
telephone number (703) 306 - 0553. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through 
Friday from 5:30 am to 3:00 pm, Eastern Standard Time. 
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If attempts to contact the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Jordan, can be reached at (703) 306 - 4159. The fax number is (703) 872 - 
9306. 

CHARIEST. JORDAN 

bh SUPERVISORY RMENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 

3/24/04 



